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Introduction

A Unitary Patent is based on the European patent granted by the European
Patent Office (EPO) under the rules of the European Patent Convention
(EPC). After a European patent is granted, the patent proprietor can
request unitary effect, thereby getting a European patent with unitary
effect (Unitary Patent) that provides uniform patent protection in 18 EU
member states. The Unitary Patent system has been effective since June 1,
2023, and this report shows its development to this day (Data as of
October 16, 2024).
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Part 1:
General information

Since the official operation of the Unitary Patent, the EPO has received

around 2,000 applications per month, as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 Unitary Patent application trend
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At present, EPO has received a total of 39,079 applications, of which

37,286 have been registered, accounting for 95.51%, as shown in
Figure 2.
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Figure 2 Status of registration
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According to the types of applicants, 59.38% of patents come from large
enterprises, 33.86% of patents come from SMEs and individual

inventors, and 6.76% of patents come from universities and public

research organisations, as shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3 Type of filers
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Part 2:
Geographic Territories

According to statistics on the origin of Unitary Patents, they mainly come
from EPO states, with Germany having the highest number of
applications, accounting for 19.02%. The United States has the highest
number of Unitary Patent applications outside of EPO states, accounting

for 15.09%, as shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4 Origin of proprietors
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Part 3:
Key Technologies

Analyzing the technology fields that have been publicly patented, the
most patent applications come from the field of Medical Technology, as

shown in Figure 5.
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Figure 5 The top 10 WIPO's technology fields (IPC)
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Part 4:
Standardized Current
Assignees

In terms of patent filers, Johnson & Johnson have applied for the most

Unitary Patents, followed by Siemens AG, as shown in Figure 6.
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Figure 6 The top 10 proprietors
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Conclusion

As Unitary Patents remove the need for complex and costly national
validation procedures, more and more filers will apply for Unitary Patents

over time.

Note: All numbers used and statements made in this report are indicative and for information
purposes only. No warranty or liability is given nor accepted for anything published in this report.
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